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AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY 

585. Ms E. EVANGEL to the Premier: 

It was a pleasure to have the Premier in the Perth electorate to hand over the keys to the 20 000th home under the 
Liberal–National government’s affordable housing strategy. Could he please explain to the house the 
significance of this achievement? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

I thank the member for Perth for the question. In July this year, we passed the mark of achieving our objective of 
20 000 affordable dwelling units in Western Australia. Back in the 1960s, about 70 per cent of people were 
either homeowners or in the process of buying their home, and that figure is much the same today. It has been 
a remarkable social statistic that has shown the stability of Australian communities and also the stability of 
families. However, the composition of the family unit has changed. There have been dramatic changes and now 
perhaps half of the family units are no longer typically husband and wife, two kids and a cat and a dog. Now 
50 per cent or more are probably single persons or single parents. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No; it is interesting. Members opposite clearly do not grasp social policy. 

The percentage of homeownership has remained stable, while the composition of households has changed 
dramatically. Yet, as a society, we have continued to maintain that statistic. Back in around 2010, this state 
government made a commitment that by 2020, we would seek to have 20 000 additional affordable dwelling 
units in Western Australia. When that policy was announced, I thought: I hope we can do it; it is probably a bit 
of a stretch. But this government did it in five years—in half the time. Yes, social housing is very important for 
people in need, but the focus is on helping people to get into their own home to keep that statistic of owning or 
buying their home. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The Labor Party’s performance on social policy is so weak. 

Of the 20 000 net increase in units achieved in five years, 10 000 were low deposit loans through Keystart, 
5 400 were social housing, 2 700 were discounts on rentals and 1 900 were shared equity. That is an 
extraordinary achievement. As a result, I and the Minister for Housing also announced on that day that we would 
increase that target to 30 000 by 2020. Given the performance of this government, I have no doubt at all that that 
will be achieved. That is an extraordinary achievement. 

I will take this opportunity to make a claim. This government has done more in social policy than any other 
postwar government. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I am not going to go through it. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cockburn, I call you to order now for the second time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There have been our reforms in education, which are relevant to the wellbeing of children 
and families; our extraordinary investment in health care; the achievements in housing that I have just referred 
to, which is the pillar of stability; our extra $400 million funding for disability services — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time and member for Warnbro, for the first 
time. Can you wind it up, please, Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There has been a 120 per cent increase in disability funding. We had an extraordinary role 
in establishing the Minister for Mental Health and the Mental Health Commission and increasing funding in that 
area by 70 to 80 per cent. Basically, there has been a 90 per cent increase in child protection. This government 
has outperformed any government in the postwar era in any area of health, education, disability, mental health 
and child protection policy. 
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